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The East Bay’s Uncompromising Assault On Class Society June 2009

County Health On The
Chopping Block To Pay For i L%
Police? ' o

Bob Kochly
900 Ward Streer
Marrinez, CA 94553

“Everyone agrees.
to explode.”

Ph: (925) 957-2200

In Contra Costa County the District Attorney,Bob Kochly, is running out

of money. He has gone before the Contra Costa County Supervisors to tell Mav 1Stg I-arge G"]up Atta cks Ba“ks A“d
them that if his department remains underfunded he will not be able to High nu"ar stnres I" SFSS u"i on sq“a re

prosecute misdemeanor crimes.

- r
Misdemeanors are the less serious, usually non-violent, crimes that you comin unlq LIc
can be arrested for. This includes small amounts of drug possession, shop-

lifting, petty theft, traffic violations, vandalism and trespassing. lkUh‘fnyOO‘n l—kQYJ
May 4th was the day that this was supposed to take effect, but it has been noun
pushed back until September. At which point it will be reviewed as will the gn OfﬂCl'dl bulle‘tln Oor comm unlcatlon’ us ually
availability of county money. . '
to the press or public.

One of the ways that has been mentioned to assist in paying for this has
been to cut into county medical benefits given to poor people. A news

report on CBS 5 said that it would be cutting medical that is provided to "Anonymous communiques posted to www.indybay.org report that on the
"some people”. We can all guess who those people are. evening on May 1st approximately fifty people marched through the streets
surrounding Union Square in San Francisco. Blockades were made in the streets
In the midst of an economic crisis the county seems to be attempting to with trash cans and news stands. Windows of numerous businesses were
pull money from anywhere it can get it. smashed including those of De Beers, Prada, Coach, Tumi, Wells Fargo,
Longchamp, Macy's, Armani, Crate and Barrel, Montblanc, Urban Outfitters,
They have laid off 56 Sherift deputies, nearly 20 prosecutors and have and Guess. Chants of “anti-Capitalista™ and *“fuck the state™ were yelled while
canceled non emergency health care for undocumented people. participants threw out fake $100 bills. Paint and water balloons were thrown into
downtown businesses, damaging merchandise in the stores. According to the
The same CBS 5 news report also stated that Sheriff patrols would be reports, the action was planned without the use of electronic media such as
reduced by 50% in some areas and that residents in fringe areas such as websites or cell phones and was completed within a matter of about ten minutes.
Discovery Bay should be prepared for longer wait times. The 100 block of Grant Street appeared to be the hardest hit. Corporate media
has reported that the total damage was upwards of $50,000. No arrests have vet
It seems that the County is attempting a fire sale, where everything must been reported.”-www.indybay.org

go. Without satisfactory health care we will see more working class people
getting and remaining sick. Meanwhile the County will give those funds to  As the news has reported on what happened on May 1st in San Francisco words

District Attorneys ,who make $250,000 a year, and to police departments like "senseless” and "vandal” have repeatedly been used. Were these attacks truly
like Antioch, who are now in two lawsuits for racist police actions. senseless? Or was their a point to be made?
Essential services to working class people will probably be the first pro- "But here we are, we've drained our supply of delusions, we've hit rock bottom

grams on the chopping block to go as the rich demons play monopoly with  and are totally broke,or buried in debt."”
our lives.
Since this ridiculous bailout we have really started to see what has been behind

This is more proof as to why we should be better to our neighbors and the curtains. The largest and most trusted companies were the ones who were

organize our neighborhoods in the best ways that we can, without depend-  causing the most damage to working class people. The money that companies

ing on police and the state. have been given have even been called "Golden Parachutes”, because they
receive no harm. Many of the Middle Class people in the United States secretly
shop at thrift stores now, they apply for food stamps in secret and shudder when

the cashier at the Safeway asks "Debit or Credit?" and they bow their then
quietly respond with "EBT".

u u
-Nicest Businesses In SF
Us poor people have lived with this reality for our entire lives.
Attac ked B Lar | e G ro u | Many people are being forced to realize that the economy doesn't care about

them or their families. Many of the youth are atfected by the plummeting econo-

-Wi I I Yo u r H ea I t h care B e :311::1:?,_1:) li:’li:‘ﬁ:]u::;i: Ell}:ﬁf:ing up, jobs are hard to find and many of us
CUt To Pa For co | S? We are the abandoned children of Capitalism,

o so it is no surprise that we would rather see
-APD Sued For Assaulting

our graffiti on the buses and BART trains,

Landlord For Re nting To rather than the advertisements of cell phone

companies, or another police force looking

POOI‘ Black PBO | |B for new recruits.
-On Police
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Antioch Police Sued ,Again, For
Harassing Section 8 Tenants And
Assaulting Landlord

On April 30, 2009, a family of Section 8 landlords in Contra Costa County
have filed suit against the City of Antioch and several members of it's Police
Department, for violating their civil rights. Antioch is around 40 miles east of
San Francisco.

The lawsuit filed in San Francisco's U.S. District Court for Northern
California, alleges that members of the Antioch Police Department used rough
and illegal tactics to force the landlords to evict their Section 8 tenants, many
of whom are African-Americans.

The suit also alleges that the Riaz Patras family has been targeted by the City
of Antioch through it's Police Department because they rented their properties
to Section 8 families.

The plaintiffs, Riaz, Maryam, and Mark Patras of Antioch, own numerous
homes in the city which they have rented out to Section 8 families, and they
are suing the City of Antioch and four members of'it's Police Department in
federal court for civil rights violations, including loss of rental income, emo-
tional distress, humiliation and loss of privacy.

Documents filed in court outlines how police members of the specially
formed "Community Action Team" (CAT) violated their rights, a police unit
which the family alleges tried to intimidate them into evicting their Section 8
families from their housing in Antioch.

"black families are four times more likely to
be scrutinized by CAT than are white fami-
lies."

The officers named in the suit include Chief of Police Jim Hyde, Officer
Desmond Bittner, Sergeant Mitch Schwitters, Officer W. N. Dillard, and
Officer Steven Soares.

The Community Action Team (CAT) was formed in July of 2006, to investi-
gate problem properties and assists the local housing authority in policing
Antioch's subsidized housing sites.

Since it's inception, CAT has faced many complaints by Section 8 renters and
as recent as July of 2008, the Antioch Police Department was named in a
federal class action lawsuit by the American Civil Liberties Union and
Section 8 renters contending that "CAT" unfairly targets African-American
families participating in the Section 8 housing program. Public Advocates, a
civil rights advocacy group and Bay Area Legal Aide also involved in the
class action suit, released a December 2007, 41 page report that said, "black
families are four times more likely to be scrutinized by CAT than are white
families."

The Patras family lawsuit called "Riaz Patras v. City of Antioch," is the third
lawsuit filed against CAT, since it was formed in July 2006.

"I have been renting to Section 8 families in the East Bay since 1997," said
Riaz Patras, "and have never had a problem with them, except in Antioch
when the police started paying me visits to tell me that they want me to evict
all of my Section 8§ families."

"I've owned around 10 to 12 properties through the years, and only own
around 5 properties now. Times are hard, and I lost a few properties because
of foreclosures in recent years. My Section 8 tenants are hard working fami-
lies with children who have all been certified by the Housing Authority of
Contra Costa County and have been qualified to reside in my rental proper-
ties. Their good people, and they've never been a problem."

"[ filed suit against the Police Department and the City of Antioch because I
am being pressured not to rent to Section 8 tenants, and the cops are watching
me very closely. We all have rights in this country, and I have been unfairly
treated by the Antioch Police Department because they are trying to force me
to evict all the African-American families from my properties. Looking back
on what has occurred, | wish that | would have gone before the Mayor and the
City Council to complain about the way the Antioch Police has been treating
the citizens of Antioch," said Patras

This article was taken from www.indybay.org. It
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was written by Lynda C
reached at tenantsrul

“The Patras family lawsuit called "Riaz

Patras v. City of Antioch," is the third
lawsuit filed against CAI, since it was
formed in July 2006’

Indeed, as alleged in the recent suit filed in court, documents state that the
Antioch Police systematically intimidated, harassed and pressured the Patras
family to evict their Section 8 tenants, all of whom were African-Americans.
Furthermore, it's alleged that the CAT officers used guns to intimidate, and
harassed the Patras family with phone calls, using "Jim Crow tactics," to
intimidate the landlord into evicting the Section 8 tenants.

According to court documents, allegedly during May or June of 2007,
Officers Bittner and Schwitters of the Antioch Police Department knocked on
the Patras family front door, and pushed their way in when Riaz opened the
door to see who was knocking. When Riaz demanded to see a search warrant,
the officers claimed that they did not need one, and told Riaz that they had
arrest warrants for landlords who failed to comply with their demands, which
included: 1) The Patras family must stop renting to "black" people. 2) They
must evict their "black tenants.

In the court documents, it's also alleged that the officers then threatened to
arrest the Patras family if they did not provide the officers with the social
security numbers of their Section 8 renters, their lease agreements, the number
of people residing in each of their rental properties, information if any about
the criminal history of the tenants, and employment information.

The court documents provides more details as to how Riaz Patras allegedly
refused to provide the cops with any information being demanded of him, as
he told them to contact the local housing authority for that type of informa-
tion, including how the cops in anger allegedly roughed him up and hand-
cuffed him on the spot in his own home, and how one of the cops went up-
stairs to search Riaz's office while he was handcuffed.

The suit alleges that Officers Bittner and Schwitters of the Antioch Police
Department, came to the Patras home a total of 6 occasions to pressure the
Patras family to evict the "black" Section § tenants, and threatened the Patras
family with criminal and civil actions if they did not comply.

In addition, it's alleged in the suit that the officers came back to search the
Patras home a second time, including the adjoining garage and filing cabinets,
all without a search warrant or consent of the Patras family, and allegedly the
cops threatened to arrest Riaz Patras if he interfered with their search.

During a May 12, phone call with Matthew Kumin a civil rights advocate and
one of the attorneys representing the Patras family, he said, "I am horrified by
what is going on with the police in Antioch, and what has happened to the
Patras family. The cops are going to claim that the Section 8 tenants behaved
poorly, and that their just doing their job. But, I believe that the cops are going
after the Section 8 tenants for being black. The real story is how the citizens of
Antioch are supporting the police in their efforts to run "black" families out of
Antioch," said attorney Kumin.

In addition, in a May |st release, Kumin says, “It’s unfortunate and tragic that
more than 40 years after the passage of the Civil Rights Act we still see
systematic and racially-motivated tactics by a city police department. Even in
the Bay Area, it’s surprising that institutionalized racism continues.”

Around 4.7 million seniors, peoples with disabilities, and low-income families
are assisted by rental subsidies through the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher

Program across the nation.

The Patras lawsuit will be back in federal court on September 14, and is
numbered Case No. CV-09-1891.

Lynda Carson may‘be reached at tenantsrule [at] yahoo.com
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