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Imagining Solidarity ]

Solidarity is a concept of '\uge importance for movements for radical social
change. I want to explore a bit into what it might mean in the context of
solidarity between migrant and indigenous struggles, something I've
thought about a bit but haven't come up with any simple answers. What I
would really like to do is build solidarily belween these struggles, But what
does tl1at mean and what would it entail? r think to begin with, there needs
to be more awareness and understanding of each other's oppression and
culLures, recognise the similarities and differences. In the context of
Aotearoa, I want everyone (including myself) to have a fair understanding
of the colonisation, violence and dispossession Maori have experienced at
the hands of Pakeha colonizers; to understand the emotional, spiritual,

social, political, economic and cultural impact of colonialism; to understand

that this 'nation-state' as we know it was built upon this history of violence,
but also the history of indigenous resistance. Secondly, I want us to tautoko

(support. xM') tino rangatiratanga (Maori self-determination. .'5'f1JR;Mi 13
lie) and mana motu hake (independence. ~IL). 1also want to find ways to

do this from our position as non-white migrants and relating our own
histories of colonialism in order to emphathise with Maori struggles.

Simultaneously, I want everyone (again, including myself) to understand
where migrants have come from (by migrants I 1l1,ean mostly non-British

migraJ1ts), Arriving in a new country, where the language and culture is so
different to your own can be very isolating. That's why migrants, especiaJly
new ones, tend to cluster with members of their own etlmic group.
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I think it is really important for us ~on-white people to build direct
solidarity and have direct interaction with each other on our own terms
rather than through Pakeha translation or mediation.
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Correction to the first Mellow Yellow: Bumble bees do not have five hearts. Sorry.

To this I would liRe to odd that it is very naughty to tell people who are a bit
gullible these Rinds of "facts" "mowing fuJI well they will believe you...

However. in light of this sad news about Bumble Bees, I have some new exciting
facts about other creatures that I have vigorously cheeRed on WiRipedia haha...

..~ :"

_.~ \

\c-T,:r' ~- ........... '/

:~J. '

y'::
!

"

SqUids have 3 hearts

Worms have five hearts (yes they do) AND they are
hermaphrodites!!! How cool is that!!!
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The Blue whale has a heart the size of a mini! AMAZING!!!

t



'.

.,
;

,••.~~~,~'~,

·1

!

I

BumbleBee error...that mol>es up lor myI hope I

WooMoo Moo )Tweet Tweet duel> and a goose
L. (th......'~ a cross between aQuon" ~"'.,
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