


Certainly, one can interpret this as the moment of the interiorization by

all developed commodity societies of the negation that they hold in an
cathartic but illusory exteriority of “really existing socialism”, but it is there
however its most superficial aspect. It is also permitted for each to diminish
the insoluble character by certifying the general rule that “a political unity
can not exist under the form of res publica, of the public, which finds itself
put into question each time that it creates a space of non-publicity which
is an effective disavowal of this publicity”. It is certainly not rare, thus, that
certain take the Party as “disappearing in the shadow, but transforming the
shadow into a strategic space from whence come the attacks which destroy
the place where until now imperium manifested itself, which dismantle

the vast background of official public life, that a technocratic intelligence
would not know to organize” (Carl Schmitt, Theory of the Partisan). It is

a constant temptation, in effect, to conceive the positive existence of the
Imaginary Party under the familiar species of the guerrilla, of civil war, of
partisan warfare, of a conflict without a precise front or a declaration of
hostilities, without armistice or peace treaty. And by these many aspects, it
is verily a question of a war that has nothing behind its acts, its violence, its
crimes, and which appear to have no other program, on this point, than to
become conscious violence, that is to say conscious of its metaphysical and
political character.
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The effective configuration of hostilities that the notion of the Imaginary
Party makes readable is marked essentially by asymmetry. We have no
business, presently, with the dispute of two camps that compete for the
conquest of the same trophy around which, all things told, they find them-
selves. Here, the protagonists move on such perfectly strange planes, one
from the other, that they do not meet except at very rare points of intersec-
tion, and everything accounted for, by the whim of a certain chance. But
this strangeness is itself asymmetrical: because, for the Imaginary Party, the
Spectacle is without mystery whereas for the Spectacle the Imaginary Party
must remain forever a mystery. From this follows a strategic consequence
of the first importance: while we can without problem designate our en-
emy, which is besides by essence designatable, our enemy cannot designate
us. There is no uniformity in the Imaginary Party, because uniformity is
precisely the central attribute of the Spectacle. Thus it is from now on that
all uniformity must feel itself menaced and, with it, all that it represents

as currency. In other terms, the Imaginary Party knows nothing but its
enemies, not its members, because its enemies are precisely all those who
one could know.
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In the exact proportion as the catastrophe is truth to the state of fulgura-
tion, those of the Imaginary Party work to hasten the advent of this by any
means. The axes of communication are for them privileged targets. They
know how infrastructures that “are worth billions” can be destroyed in an
audacious coup. They know the tactical weakness, the points of least resis-
tance and the moments of vulnerability of the opposing organization. They
are besides freer to choose what will be the theatre of their operations and
act at the point where the smallest forces can cause the greatest losses.

.

VEAVATLET e,

Above all, the Spectacle does not want to see there that so many attacks

are directed against it and its ignominy. Ergo, from the spectacular point
of view, the point of view of a certain alienation of the state of public
explanation, the Imaginary Party is resumed into a confused ensemble of
gratuitous and isolated criminal acts of which the authors possess no sense,
similar to the periodic irruption in visibility of the always more mysteri-
ous forms of terrorism; all things which finish all the same, in the end, by
producing the disagreeable impression that one is shielded from nothing in

the Spectacle, that an obscure menace weighs on the empty order of com-

modity society.
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